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Purpose of the Investigation

★ To examine the educational and personal 

experiences of two bilingual first-generation 

students.

Swartz, E. (2014) via https://ellyswartz.com

https://ellyswartz.com/writing/whats-the-point


Literature Review
★ The History of Bilingual Programs

○ United States and California

■ Proposition 227 and 58

★ The Educational Experiences of Latinos (Delgado-Gaitan, C. (2004), LeFevre, 

A. L., & Shaw, T. V. (2011), Yosso, T. J., & Solórzano, D. G. (2013))

Ellis, M. (2023) via https://www.grammarly.com/

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/how-to-write-a-research-paper/


Yosso, T. J., & Solórzano, D. G. (2013).  via 
https://www.chicano.ucla.edu/ 

Yosso & 
Solórzano 

(2013)
Policy 

Brief

https://www.chicano.ucla.edu/


Research Question

What are the perspectives of two bilingual students of 
Mexican heritage about their educational experiences 
in Spanish in a bilingual community on the Central Coast 
of California?

DiscoverPhDs (2020) via https://www.discoverphds.com

https://www.discoverphds.com/blog/what-is-research-purpose-of-research


Methodology
★ Context:

○ University Students
■ Central Coast of California

★ Virtual interviews through Zoom
○ Participants Anahí & Alex (pseudonyms)

★ Semi-structured interviews
★ Both interviews lasted approximately 30 minutes

CrazyPhunk (2007) 
via Wikimedia Commons

Zacatecas, MX



Anahí (26, Zacatecas, MX)
★ Linguistic practices at home

○ Raised speaking Spanish

★ Educational support at home

○ Sought help from teachers

★ Educational experiences in Spanish/English courses

○ Bilingual classes up to sixth grade

★ Linguistic discrimination

○ Teacher angered at use of Spanish

(2020) via https://bilingualeducatorsvirtualsummit.com/

https://bilingualeducatorsvirtualsummit.com/


Anahí
★ Educational Expectations/Pressures

○ Dad: Wants her to seek employment

○ Mom: Supports her education

★ Community College Experience

○ Stress from years of studying

★ Professional Context

○ “...mis compañeras, no hablan muy bien el español”

○ “...my classmates don't speak Spanish very well”

Rodriguez, F. (2011) via 
https://favianna.typepad.com

https://favianna.typepad.com/faviannacom_art_activism/2011/03/preparate-poster.html


Alex (22, Monterey, CA)
★ Linguistic practices at home

○ Exclusively Spanish

★ Academic support at home

○ Neighbor who was a tutor

★ Educational experiences in Spanish

○ Monolingual English classes until high school

★ Linguistic discrimination

○ Never prohibited Spanish use



Alex 
★ Family expectations

○ Find a profession that does not require manual 

labor and receive a formal education

★ Community college experience

○ Participated in Extended Opportunity Programs & 

Services (EOPS) 

★ Professional context

○ “el español… es un idioma de dinero”

○ “Spanish…is a language of money”
via gocolumbia.edu

https://www.gocolumbia.edu/eops_care/Spring%202018%20Newsletter.pdf


Results
★ Expectations

○ Pressure from Mexican parents

○ Educational pressures

★ Impact of Spanish classes

★ Benefits of being bilingual

Via https://www.enago.com/es/

https://www.enago.com/es/academy/importance-of-results-section-in-academic-papers/


Discussion

★ The importance of educational support programs 

(Ponce & Centeno, 2022)

★ The value of the use and ability to speak Spanish 

(Newcomer, 2020)

★ They beat the odds (Yosso & Solórzano, 2013)



Conclusion
★ Limitations

○ Two case studies

★ Future Studies

○ Students who attend a community college

○ Speak only Spanish at home

○ Barriers to transferring from college to a university

★ Implications

○ Linguistic practices inside and outside the home

○ Support in community college

Max, T. (2023) via https://scribemedia.com

https://scribemedia.com/write-book-conclusion/


Acknowledgements

Thank you!
Dr. Rebecca Pozzi

Dr. Carolyn González
Mr. Gus Leonard

Our parents
Loved ones



Bibliography
★ Delgado-Gaitan, C. (2004). Instructing parents to teach at home. In Involving Latino families in 

schools: Raising Student Achievement Through Home-School Partnerships (pp. 41–60). essay, 
Corwin Press. 

★ LeFevre, A. L., & Shaw, T. V. (2011). Latino parent involvement and school success. Education 
and Urban Society, 44(6), 707–723. https://doi.org/10.1177/0013124511406719

★ Newcomer, S. N. (2020). “Who we are today”: Latinx youth perspectives on the possibilities of 
being bilingual and bicultural. Journal of Language, Identity, and Education, 19(3), 193–207. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15348458.2019.1655426

★ Ovando, C. J. (2003). Bilingual education in the United States: Historical development and 
current issues. Bilingual Research Journal, 27(1), 1–24. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15235882.2003.10162589

★ Ponce, M., & Centeno, D. V. (2022). El impacto de la identidad y el bilingüismo en estudiantes 
universitarios de primera generación [Unpublished undergraduate thesis]. California State 
University, Monterey Bay. 
https://dianavazquezcenteno.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/9/2/139262968/vazquezcentenod_caps
tone_paper.pdf 

★ Yosso, T. J., & Solórzano, D. G. (2013, February 13). Leaks in the Chicana and Chicano educational 
pipeline. UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center. Retrieved March 6, 2023, from 
https://www.chicano.ucla.edu/publications/report-brief/leaks-chicana-and-chicano-educational-
pipeline 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0013124511406719
https://doi.org/10.1080/15348458.2019.1655426
https://doi.org/10.1080/15235882.2003.10162589
https://dianavazquezcenteno.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/9/2/139262968/vazquezcentenod_capstone_paper.pdf
https://dianavazquezcenteno.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/9/2/139262968/vazquezcentenod_capstone_paper.pdf
https://www.chicano.ucla.edu/publications/report-brief/leaks-chicana-and-chicano-educational-pipeline
https://www.chicano.ucla.edu/publications/report-brief/leaks-chicana-and-chicano-educational-pipeline


Questions?

Jocelyn Chavez-Diaz and Christopher Paredes

California State University, Monterey Bay


