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Biography

• Thalia is a Mexican singer, songwriter, producer, actor, and entrepreneur. 

• Known as one of the most inf luent ia l Mexican musicians of a l l t ime

• Born in Mexico City, Mexico

• Besides her nat ive language Spanish, she has sung in English, French, Portuguese and 

Tagalog

• Known as the “Queen of Lat in Pop” and sold more than 25 mil l ion copies of her records.



Link to Video of Reference

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MIGpSNky0w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MIGpSNky0w


Phonology/Phonetics

• Phonet ics is the study of human speech sounds and phonology is the study of sound 

patterning.

• In sentence 1 and 2 Thalia pronounces the word please as /plis / so the consonant /z / is 

replaced /s /

• As well in l ine 3 the word them  is pronounced as /dem/ the sound of / th(ð)/ is replaced 

by the sound of /d/.

• In l ine 5 she states “it ’s if  you have some intuit ion or something” the word some is 

pronounced as /sum/ rather than / sʌm /.

• Also, in l ine 5 she pronounces the word advantage as /ədvæntæʤ/ meaning she replaced 

the a for æ  and the ɪ for æ .  



Morphology

• Morphology is the study of the internal structure of words.

• She drops the past  tense suffixes like –ed and states verbs in present  tense.

• “ Hands down and he uh surprise (surprised) me uh he surprise (surprised) me uh at  the 

at  the…” (9)

• “ Everybody had the best  t ime, and I can ( could) never forget  that” (12).



Syntax

• Syntax is the study of the arrangement, and the form of words. 

• Line 7 is missing the determiner “ an”

• “ She was sweet , fantast ic , beautiful, and amazing person” (7).

• “ She was sweet , fantast ic , beautiful, and an amazing person” (7).

• Line 23 is missing the conjunction “ and”

• “ It’s really uh empowering for women uh its fun sexy” (23).

• “ It’s really uh empowering for women uh it ’s fun and sexy” (23).



Semantics

• Semantics i s the study o f the meanings o f  the phrases & sentences.

• Thal ia uses f i l ler  words and repet i t ion words such as “ uh” and “ like ”

• The fi l ler  word “uh” can be seen in sentences:  5 , 7 , 9 , 15 , 23 , 25 , and 26

• Ex:  “By the  w ay uh I’m l aunching a  new  s ingle  eh on June 1 s t the  new  s ingl e  i s  coming and I’m 

so exci ted i t’s  r ea l ly uh empow er ing for  w omen uh i t’s  fun sexy” (23) .

• The fi l ler  word “ like ” is present  in sentences:  5 , 11 , 16 , 24 , 25 ,  and 27

• Ex:  “…and i t w as  like  they kept te l l i ng me about thi s  guy,  and they kep t te l l i ng him about thi s  

gi r l ,  me and i t w as  like  he’s  like  w ho’s  thi s  gi r l  like  w hat she  does  she’s  a  s inger  he  w as  like  no 

w ay no no more  s ingers ,  and they sa id to me like  w hat he’s  w hat he  does”  (27) .



Chicano English

• Because Thal ia is a native Spanish speaker and Eng l ish is her second language,  she does 

d isp lay some character istics of Chicano Eng l ish.

• Thal ia devoices some consonants l ike

• the / t /  →  as in i t ’s / is /

• the /z /  →   as in p lease /p l is /

• Thal ia substi tutes the / ð/  for /de /

• Instead of them /ðɛm /  she pronounces /dem/

• Thal ia deletes past tense suffixes

• Instead of surpr ised she says /surpr ise /



Conclusion

• Thalia has a great amount of English language understanding, but she does take a while  

to process her responses. 

• She does display minor and expected errors with English be ing her second language. 

• I learned a lot  about Chicano English and how the minor semant ic, morphologica l, 

phonemic, and syntact ic errors in this language sample connect to Chicano English (ChE).
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